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believe she "was taken to England after we left the fort.
Her subsequent fate I have never heard, though I have
often wondered; when thinking of those times her sweet-
face and sad story have risen to memory.
The direct communication with Calcutta had been
closed at an early period of the disturbances; what-
letters we received or sent travelled by a circuitous route
through Bombay. Even this route was often closed. It-
would be more correct to say that it was only occasionally
open. Days and days, even weeks, passed without our
receiving any intelligence from the seat of Government.
"When any intelligence of importance was expected, the
' arrival of these long delayed mails became a matter of
extreme interest.
We had for along time been very curious to hear
what the opinion of the Supreme Government would be
regarding the battle of the 5th July, and the subsequent.
disasters. One afternoon it was reported that the long
expected dispatch had arrived, and very soon after the
rumour spread that the dispatch contained an order for
the removal of the General. In the course of the next
day it became known that the rumour was correct. The
General had been relieved of his command, and Colonel
Cotton, the senior officer of one of the two Sepoy regi-
ments lately disbanded, was placed in military charge of
the fort under the title of Commandant.
The General was felt by all to be unfit for his posi-
tion ; nevertheless, his removal called forth towards him
general sympathy. He was personally both liked and
respected, and it was regarded as his misfortune rather
than his fault that he had been placed in a position for
which old age had incapacitated him.
The sympathy towards him was increased by an im-
pression that prevailed that the manner oi his removal